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Methodology of HCBM
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First Results 2007 - 2009

Volunteer's Training

� Observers choose one or more 10x10km grid squares. Within each 10Χ10km square, a smaller grid of

2Χ2km is randomly chosen by HOS. Within each 2Χ2km grid a number of 15 random, regularly placed, 

points are selected; plots should be located in homogenous habitats. 

� Counts are collected twice in the breeding season, within a period of 2 months. Suggested period is 

April and June.

� Point counts at last 5 minutes; all species observed within a radius of 50m are recorded, as well as 

the birds seen further away from the 50m radius up to 100m, plus the over-fly ones.

� The habitat protocol are based on the CORINE2000 Land Cover classes.

It started in 2006 (pilot year) using scientific methodology to monitor changes in breeding bird 

populations in Greece, with the goal to use common birds as indicators of the general state of 

biodiversity in Greece.

The data collected are soon to be included in the PECBM indicators, contributing the national data to 

the European indicators. 

The HCBM programme aims to cover the entire Greek territory, including the majority of habitats and 

the recording of all breeding bird species of Greece. 
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It is not possible to produce indices for the HCBM for Greece yet, as data from 
a 3-year period are not adequate. 

The programme will continue and we aim to increase the number of participants to cover areas from all over 

the country. Also, organisation of training seminars for the volunteers are planned. 

Next steps

10X10 klm grids covered in Greece 

� In total, 56 volunteers took part in the first 3 years (2007-2009) of the HCBM programme in Greece, covering areas 

in agricultural ecosystems, mainly in the mainland and on some islands (see Map on the top left). 

� 24 of the observers were IBA caretakers of HOS. 

� During the 3 years, 21 administrative districts at different parts of Greece were covered. Bird data were collected 

from 825 points at 60 (2x2km) grid areas, between the 15th of AprilΙ and the 15th of Jun. Overall, 35,224 bird counts 

of 125 species were made in 19,422 'records'.  

� The most common species in the 2x2 squares and the most abundant is the sparrow Passer domesticus with 5,196

counts (15%); second is the Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica with 3,592 counts (10%) and third is the Common House 

Martin Delichon urbica with 2,544 counts (7%). 

� The major habitat types recorded were 'farmland' and 'forestry' biotopes, based on the CORINE land cover. Mean 

altitude in the grids ranged from 200-350m. 
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